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CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIr s\ nECTICUT
SITING COUNGIL

STATE OF CONNBCTICU}{

APPLICATION OF KLEEN ENERGY SYSTEMS, LLC : DOCEET NO. 225
FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY

AND PUBLIC NEED FOR AN FELECTRIC GENERATING FPACTLITY

AND SWITCHYARD IN MIDDLETOWN : JULY 28, 2010

Pre-Hearine Submission by Town of Portiand

In accordance with the Hlearing Notice issued by The Connectiout Siting Councit dated July 9,
2010 and the Pre-Hearing Memo dated July 26, 2010, the Town of Portland, having yesterday filed a
NOTICE OF INTENT TO BE MADE A PARTY and PARTY STATUS REQUEST FORM with the

siting Council, herewith submits its list of Pre-filed Testimony, Exhibit List and Expected Witiiess List.

Pre-Iiled Testimony

The Town of Portland submits the following items of pre-filed testimony:

e Letier from Beth Ann Sylvestro dated Fuly 26, 2010: 58 Payné Boulevard, Portland, CT 06480

@ Leiter from Robert and rl“obie.Roscnbcrg; 68 Payne Boulevard, Portland, CT 06480;

#  Letter from Gilbert & Marlene Cockfield; 14 Wellwyn Drive, Portland, CT (16480,

e Letter from Jane Benoit, 18 Wellwyn Drive, Portland, CT 06480;

e Letler from Dan Dzioh, 35 Wellwyn Drive, Portland, CT 06480;

@ Letter from Portland First Selectwoman Susan 8. Bransfield dated Tuly 27, 2010;

o Ietier from former Portland First Selectman Edward L. Kalinowski expressing Town’s concerns
& years ago (dated August 16, 2002);

e Letter from State Senator, Hon. Eileen M. Daily, 33" Senatorial District;

@ Letter from State Representative, Hon. James O’Rourke, 32" Assembly District.




Hxbibit List

All letters and documents referenced in the Pre-Filod Testimony List above,

Fxpected Witness List

Portland First Selectwoman Susan S. Bransfield;
State Senator, Hon. Eileen M. Daily;

State Representative, Hon. James O’ Rourke;
Beth Ann Sylvestro;

Robert and Tobie Rosenberg;

Gilbert & Marlene Cockfield;

Jane Benoit;

Dan Dziob:

Respectfully Submitted,

TOWN OF PORTLAND (pending party status applicant)
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Jean M. D’ Aquila

1>’ Aguila Law Offices, LLC

100 Riverview Center, Suite 205
Middletown, CT 06457

Juris No. 425541

Tel. (860) 704-0290

Fax (860} 704-0545

Its Attorneys




Certification of Service

Fhereby certify that on this 28" day of July, 2010, a copy of the foregoing was delivered by U.S. Mail,
first class postage prepaid, to all of the parties and infervenors appearing on the attached Service List
dated June 15, 2009.

¢? .
wa e ﬂ/‘w— Pa Uégﬁm"'j{”

Jean M. I Aquila

Iy Aquila Law Offices, LLC _
100 Riverview Center, Suite 205
Middletown, CT 06457

Juris No. 425541

Tel. (860} 704-0290

Fax {860) 704-0545

Its Attorneys



Date:  June 15, 2009
Docket No. 225
Page 1 of 2

LIST OF PARTIED AMDN INTERYVENORS
- e SERVICE LAIST
Status Holder Representiative
status Granted (name, address & phope number) (namae, address & phone number)
Applicant Kleen Energy Systems, LLC Mr. William C. Corve

President
Kleen Energy Systemns, LLC
P.O.Box 2696

Middletown, Connecticut 08457
(860) 632-1044
Biagiodt539@anl.com

Lee D. Hofflinan, Esq.

Pullman & Comley, LLC

90 State House Square

Hartford, Connecticut 06103-3702
(#60) 424-4315

(860) 424-4370 - fax

Intervenor NRG Middletown Power LLC Alfred 1. Smoith, Jr.
Murtha Cullina LLP
Two Whitney Avenue
P.O. Box 704

New Haven, CT 006503
(203) 772-7722

(203) 772-7723 - fax
asmith@murthalaw.com

Fantervenor The Connecticut Light and Power Company | Asscciate General Counsel
MNortheast Utilities Service Company
2.0, Box 270

Hartford, C1° 06141-0270

(860} 663-3305

(R60) 665-5504 — {ax
mackadr@nu.com'

interventor City of Middletown Timotly P. Lynch

Deputy City Attorney

City Attorney's Office

City of Middletown

245 deKoven, P.O. Box 1300
Middletows, CT (6457-1300
(860) 344-3422

(860) 344-3499 - fax

Tim fynch@cityofnuddletown.com
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LIST OF PARTIES AND INTHRVENORS
SERVICE LIST

Status Granted

Status Holder
(name, address & phone number)

Representative

(name, address & phope numbery

Intervenor

Harle Roberts

Farle Roberts

785 Bow Lanc

Middletown, CT 06457-4810
(860} 346-0068

(860) 3449327 — fax
erobertsd57 5@ shoglobal.net

Intervenor

Connecticut River Watcrshed Council, Inc,

Mepan Heamne

Conmecticut River Watershed Council, Inc.
DeKoven House Community Center

27 Washington Street

Middletown, CT 06457

(8¢0) 704-0057

(860) 704-0057- fax

mheamel@ciriver.org

GANGCEETSAZASL dowe




" Susarn Bransfield
First Seiectwoman

Town of Portiand

Dear Ws. Bransfieid,

. " R . . oy fot . -

Fam writing as a victim of the February 77, 2010 Klean Energy Plant explosion. My home at 58 Payrie
Blud, is less than 2,500 feef across the river fram this slant. This e:-:p!cséon has impacted me emoticnally,
as well as devalued my current rasidence, a beautiful, renovated and well-maintained Cape Cod

Poriginally placed my house on the market back in lanuary as a result of my [ife situation as a recently

divorced, single woman, {\fy real estate agency, Innovative Properties was heavily marketing my

property through newspaper advertisements and online website postings. i was going well and | had 2-

]

s shiowing per week in January and through the baginning of February. When the plant explasion
o

occurred, it was the most horrible experience. | stitl jump every time | hear a soft

Since this explosion, ail property foot traffic slowed down to maybe three showings to

dat
e to loak at my property now. The word out is now the neighberhood |

seem to get anyon ]
“blast zone” and no longer safe or quiet due to the continued rebuilding of this energy p!
estate agent had asked me to reduce the price from 5289,900 to $257,900, which |

done and { still cap’t get anyone inic lool at my home, | don’t know what 1o do now.

frome and I'm afraid of losing all the money { put into it [V's 5l that | have for my retirement monay too.

Thank you.

Sincaraly,

By

. 2
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Beth Ann Sy{v@stro

Portland Resident, 13 vears




State of Connecticut
Conneciicut Siting Council
Ten Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

Per the Council’s Hearing Notice, we are writing this letter to participate through our
elected official, The Honorable Susan S. Bransfield, Firet Selectman, Town of Portland,
CT, in the hearing on August 3, 2010 about the “Changed Conditions” of our property
since the explosion on Feb. 7, 2010, We want to ensase that the Council is fully aware of
the damage that was perpetrated on the entire neighborhood.

Wy wife, Tobie Rosenberg and myself, Robext Rosenberg reside at 68 Payne Bivd.,
Portland CT 06480, and home phone 860-342-2481.

Owr house was rocked just as were the majority of homes on Payne Blvd and Wellwyn
Drive. The houss that we live in was built in 2004. Our foundation had been moved and
cracked as a result of the blast on Feb 7, 2010. P'm extremely concerned about what T
can’t see. Knowing that sy foundation was comproraised, {'m concerned about our
seplic system and underground plumbing. Ihave asked the claims adjusters representing
0O&G to have the systems inspected, but to date have had ne fum comrmitment to do so.

“Changed Conditions” at our house inclade the diminished value of our property, the
perception that who in their right mind would buy a house 2,500 feet from a Power Plant
that has already exploded? Will T ever be able to sell my house? Every time theve is a

Joud noige, we have to deal with the psychological affects of the explosion that occured
on Feb 7, 2010.

Knowing that this Power Plant was builf ona seismic fault, has anyone taken the frms 1o
research the safety aspect of the effects from the first explosion of the seismic conditicn?

"The noise level during the rebuilding of the plant.

The Power Plant is fully visible from October to Maxch, what about the environrnental
destruction that the Power Plant has caused. T thought that was the function of the Siting
Counsel was to protect the peaple, property and environment.

Please do not allow the Power Plant to continue the building of this plant until all of the
above issues are acidrggaj.

.
Thank§ou . 7 /
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¥ 4
Robert and Tobne Rosenbprg




Gilbert & Marlene Cockfield
14 Wellwyn Drive

Portland, Conn 06480

July 26, 20610

Drear Danmel Caruso,

How can the Connecticut Siting Council and the two Cormmissions appoinied to the
investigation of the catastrophe caused by Kleen Energy make us whele again? Kleeit
Energy operated with a lethal disregard to the safefy of its workers, the residents of
WMiddietown and most tmportantly the residents of the 12 bomes on the southern part of
Wellwyn Drive. Kleen Energy has commitied industrial homicide because they failed to
follow many statues in the Document No. 225 that was used in their original application
for a certificate. In the Governor’s Task Force Report under Site Suitability it is stated:

The proposed plant site is isolated from residentiol uses... Plani’s potentiol
visibitity fo the east, souih, west, Physical isolution frowm any survounding
development will reduce visuol ond noise impacis... The one significant area
whaose visual impacts will be experienced is on the Portland side of the
Connecticus River... The dogen homes o the south side of Wellwyn Drive...are
the foremost exmmples of this mpact...

As a result of the blast, the emotional toil is devastating. Many nights, when we hear a
noise in the front yard, we wonder if Kleen Eaergy is about to do something else that will
cause more disasters o the surroundimg residents on Wellwyn Drive. We do not feel safe
in our horse anymore because of the 620-megawatt power plant. Kleen Energy is putting
profits above people and personal property. Now, that they ave behind schedule, how will
they cut corners and safety procedures to ensure that the profits for them and thewr
partuers ave still these? Therefore, the dozen hornes on Wellwyn Drive should not be the
sacrificial lamb for a company that puts profit above safety. In fact, the final xeport of the
Comnission states that: '

An oal-Bivek forest...would serve to screen the praject acousticully end
visually. This does not apply to the 12 howmes on the southern pari of Wetbwyn
Drive.

What is supposed to protect us acoustically and visually from the Kleen Energy plant? In
other words, Klecen Energy neglected human safety and the environroent when ibey budlt
their aesthetically unappealing structure, which is a looming stracture by day and a
visualty hideous glowing structure by night? Kleen Energy should have been thoroughly
vetted before any work commenced. How safe is the site with the presence ol shafis and
an eastern border fault that rons through the property? There were many questions by
environmentalists and others about the viability of placing the largest energy plant in the
tegion when portions of the site has sunlk or is still settling. There are still many
unanticipated fuiure consequences of this explosion.

Therefore, Kleen Energy can not be trasted to follow the mandates that were presented by
them in regard to safety considerations, noise and site lightning. We were constantly




disturbed by the loud noises coming from the site around the clock seven days a week as
they worked in a frantic pace to complete the project. Noise mitigation measures were not
implemented as stated. The final report reiterates that the 12 homes would not be
protected from the noises or the lights. In the Dockett Wo. 225, it staies that a facility of
this magnifude cannot be constructed or operated without producing a significant
aniount of noise.” Where were the noise confrols? Who was going fo monitor Kleen
Energy? Kleen Energy did not provide information to the residents on Wellwyn Drive
that would bear the brunt of this plant visually and acoustically. Kleen Energy stated that
they would develop safety measures under item No. 150, 151 and 153, It was noted by
the Investigations afier the blast and by workers that the safety measures that they
promised did not take place. There were ne plans for major accidents, life threatening
occurrences, training, health and safety plans etc. How can a company which has put
profits above alt be allowed to continue with no regard for people, property and the
environment?

Therefore, how can we have the quality of life that we once enj oyed before 2/7/107 Plus,
what assurances can Kieen Energy and state and federal regulators do to make the
Tamilies of Wellwyn Drive understand why we should have to live in the presence of a
monster built because that happened to be the land that was available because of the
principle owners not because it was the most appropriate site after considering the nmpact
ont residents and the environment. As home owness on Wellwyn Drive, we feel that the
owners of Klesn Energy should make us a fair market offer to vacate our homes since
they can not visually or acoustically protect us from that unappealing structure. In
addition, there are still many unanticipated future consequences of placing one of the
largest energy planis in such a residential area. In conclusion, the permit for Kleen
Energy should not be granted while they are still under criminal investigation. Reference
DPS report exhibit 6, attachment A:

Altnough the timeline conchudes on February 26, 2010, that date reflects the

point af which the scere was furned over io the property owners. The criminal
investigation is ongoing, and DPS is actively involved in that investigation,
supporting the Siates Attorney for Middlesex County who will be responsible for
sltimetely deciding whether fo bring crimninal chorges, That investigation wit]
continue, in ol probability, inio 201 1.

In summary, a 620-megawatt power plant should not be in close proximity o residential
neighborhoods without considering the environmental impacts, strict jurisdictions of state
and federal agencies to monitor how Kleen Energy can exist in harmony without
destraying lives, the environment and reducing the value of residential property.
Therefore, the final question is, would you feel safe living in close proximity of the Kleen
Energy Plaot or its equivalent?

simeerely, )
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Titbert & Marlerie (ﬁ%kfl%ﬁf
Resident of Portland, Ct for 33 years




My name is Jane Beroit and I live on 18 Wellwyn Drive in Portland, a mere 2,500 feet
away from the Kleen Energy facility,

This used to be a very nice, quiet, residential neighborhood along the beautiful
Conmecticut River, until this eyesore came into our view. Not only have we had to endure
blasting and continuous construction noise seven days a week for the past 3 vears, now we
are also (aced with just how dangerous and wnsafe this plant truly is,

Our Constitutional rights: for peace, privacy and the enjoyment of one’s property
have been severely violated. Qur quality of life has significantly changed both
psychologically and financially. We can no longer enjoy our homes and our property.
Bvery time I hear a loud bang, my heart jumps as a reminder of that terrible morning in
February.

As I stood in my kitchen on February 7th, the scariest thing I have ever witnessed firsthand
happened. An explosion so loud and forceful that pictures were flying off of my walls and 1
thought I was going to die. As I watched in horror, out of my front window I saw a massive
fiveball. As the first emergency vehicles arrived on the scene, I realized just how massive this
power plant truly was. You see these vehicles looked so small and insignificant, like tiny ants
as they approached this huge building.

I ask you to think back to just how you felt when you saw the 911 attacks on the World
Trade Cenfer. Did you get that sick feeling in the pit of your stomach? Was your heart
racing as you watched in disbelief? That’s exactly how I felt. But fortunately, New York
City was far enough away that I didn’t experience things first hand and when I had seen
enough I could shut the television off and go on with my life. I can’t do that here, none of us
can. These are our homes and our lives. Fvervday when we come home and see this
massive plant perched across the river on what used to be the beautife! Maroma
Mountain, we are veminded of how this has significantly impacted our lives. Although I
am fine physically, I am not surc whether I will ever be fine psychologically. As long as I
live bere, I will never feel safe. Living in fear is no way to live.

~Cur Hves and our health will be threatened every single day if this plant is allowed to
coatinue, -

Diminished Property values: This plant and explosion has placed a mgmﬁmmﬁi stigrna
on our neighborhood. We are now considered fo be in a “blast zowe”. Who will buy our
homes? know I wouldn’t if T was looking for a new home. Would you? Basieally we are
paying mortgages for property that is virtually worthless,

1 feel that Kleen Energy should be buying our homes and making us whole. | have
worked very hard over the years to make sure my credit rating is excellent, yet I may
have to walk away from my home and my mortgage becanse T cannot live here in fear,
Kleen Energy has put us in a terrible situation. I will never be able to afford fo
purchase 2 home again and live the American dream.




Notification: Why weren’{ the residents of Wellwyn Drive formally notified of this plant
baclk in ifs inception given that we would have the best view at eve level and be affected
the most? You include us in Docket No. 225 several times, but every time we are mentioned
the subject 1s quickly changed. -~ I believe you knew the impact that this would have on
us but because you refer to us as “only about a dozen homes™, T guess we weren’t
important enough for any greater consideration, ~-

veins g@mg fﬁmwa as mm&%k as 100 feet and an eastern border faulf that runs through the
property. (See attached Generalized Bedrock Geologic Map of Connecticut) 1 also see that
the geography of the site was a concern before and during construction. No one can
cuarantee that a much larger catastrophe will not ocony in the future due fo either an
act of nature or acts of carclessness and oversight given this data. There are thousands
of gallons of ammonia and oil stored on the site and thousands of gallons of natural gas
will be burned on a daily basis. How portions of the site had sunk within the past year and
how the pad that supports the steam turbine was “sinking”.

—-4 Rat deesn’t sound very safe to me. Just a small earthguake could canse a K"&iﬁ«i|§@£’“
imipact to the plant and surrownding areas. -

Lack of ixperience: I understand that O&G admitted on record that they had no
experience in building a plant of this size, buti that they were “willing {o learn”. That’s
like giving your 5 year old child the keys to your car and letting him loose on the highway.
Something is definitely wrong here. ¥f they don’t have the experience and abifity to run a
plant, what is going to happen in the future? I know that no one can expect absoiute
certainty in life, but you have gotto do better than this. ---This is clearly irresponsible

Size of Plant: Kleen Energy is touted as being one of the biggest power plants in the
Northeast, yet something of this magnitude was allowed to be built within feet of people’s
homes and lives. Who is responsible for this? According to everything that I have seen,
not one positive safety measure was in place right from the beginning of this project nor
did oue single state agency have oversight. And how can you, the CT Siting Council,
even consider exiending these permits when critical evidence and reports have not been
finalized and released, What are the outecomes of all these investigations? Are they stili
pending or i5 someone waiting until the appropriate thme to make them public, such as
after this hearing and when the extensions are granted?

Middietown’s History: What about Middletown’s tainted history of zoning and
political controversy? I think we need to dig decper into the history of Middietown’s
past and its politics, and not look exclusively at the docwuments that have been presented
to you. There is so much more evidence available. Who trulv benefited from this
project? We cannot turn a blind eye here, there is too much at stake for evervone.

wwwwww sreed and power cannot overtake common sense and responsibility -



The Connecticut River and the Environment? In the City of Middletown’s own
publications titled Maromas, Middletown’s Fast Frontier, and Natural Environment, they
indicate that these areas are “worthy of protection”. How the “undisiurbed ridgeline and the
views from the river and adjacent communitics are a ma jor concern”. “Towers, clear-
cutting, and other visually obtrusive clements showdd be prohibited.” How there are
significant wetland concerns. “These large, biologically and ecologically diverse wetlands
deserve permanent protection and preservation”,

I ask you, what happened? Did sreed and political ower overtake these concerns too?
5 by g P

Property Damages: Kleen Energy’s insurers are undoubtedly paying for the rebuilding
and recovery of the heavily damaged plant. I can hear this rebuilding from 5:30 in the
morning until late into the afternoon and early evening, another viclation from the original
docket no. 225, In a Hartford Courant article dated Feb 10, 2010 it states that the plant was
insured for $877 million doliars.

- L ask you this, if ileen Energy is bnsured for so much, why has it been so vnwilling to
cover the damages to the properties surrounding the plant?

Kleen Energy’s Permit Renewal; Many homes received substantial damage from the
explosion yet iere if is more than 6 months later and these people are still without
repairs and recovery yet Kleen Energy has the audacity to request a renewal of ifs
permits. '

Accountability: There needs to be severe and stiff guidelines of accountability and
responsibility. Kleen Energy should not be allowed to vebuild and recover until it meets
its responsibility to the community firat and foremost.

Actually, I don’t belisve that Kleen Energy should be allowed to rebuild at all. This sife
should be made a memorial to all the victims that were killed or injured on that terrible day in
February.

‘This whole situation has left a bitter taste in my mouth and a sick feeling in my
stomach, This plant should never have been approved to be built so close to peopie’s
bomes and lives, yet our neighborhood is paying a hefty price as a result.

Visibility:  So as the sign says, “Come on Over” to Portland and visit our neighborhood
and see for yourself what we are dealing with. No picce of paper, or newspaper article or
report will give you an accurate picture of what we are faced with everyday.
w0 Yeally need to see it for yoursel! e

Thank yvou for vour time and consideration.

Jane Benoit
18 Wellwyn Dr
Portland, CT 06480



1.

Desived Outeomes

Before any certificate is extended the following must be in place:

Homes: Kleen Energy to purchase our homes at fair market value for
hormeowners choosing to move out of this area, and make us whole

Property Damages: All damages to homes and businesses must be paid for
by the company at the full cost (not depreciated values) and not force people
to sign releases against any frther, latent damages that can not be seen at this
time, specifically well and septic 1ssues

An independent agency must evaluate and establish a baseline of all
conditions, such as foundation cracks, well and septic inspections, etc. in all
homes closest to the plant before any more work resumes

- Safety Standards: All safety standards as recommended in the Governor’s

Task Force Report must be established and monitored by an independent
agency. Kleen Energy stated that they had all kinds of plans for staff
responsibilities, training, drills, etc. but these were not enforced

Visibility; Construct a barrier to limit visibility and noise to a minimum on

 the Portland side (novth facine) and plant trees as well, the fastest erowin
) E 3 =y g

ones you can find!

Lighting: Lighting shall be minimized and enforced to comply with the
standards of the Infernational Dark Skies Association as stated under decision
and order iiem #m

Moise: Noise standards established and enforced

Kleen Enerey Site: An independent agency established to re-evaluate the
safety of the site in light of the explosion to determine if any underlying
damage has occurred that would make the site no longer viable, or if still
viable, what repairs and/or design changes would be required to correct any
damage before work could resume.
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| CHAPTER 10
Maromas, Middietown’s Last Frontier

Maromas is best defined as the area east of CT RL. 8. The area is 16 sguare
miles or 10,240 acres. This represents almost 38% of the city’s fand area bui
only 5 % of the ¢ity’s population resides in the Maromas section of the cifty. This
area Is extremely sparsely populated and of the 16 square miles only 2 square
miles are developed leaving almost 9,000 acres of undeveloped land. For
caomparison purposes, the entire Town of Cromwell has a population of 13,000
and is 13.5 square miles or 8,640 acres. Figure 10-1 displays the Maromas.
section of the c¢ity. '

Maromas is without guestion the most unigue area in Middletown. Middletown's
future success is tied directly to the fuiure use of the land and preservation of the
resources, which exist in the Maromas section of the ¢ity.

Planning is about achieving a balance between conservalion and development. it
is the Planning and Zoning Commission’s responsibiitly to ensure good planning
for the future of this unigue area.

A group of concernad residents created an organization known as Advocs
a Maromas Plan (AMP). This organizaiion secured grant funds fo deve op a
detailed natural resource inventory of the area and recommendations for future
uses. This information is available in the Department of Planning, Conservation.
and Developmant.
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“The 3 zone, covering 4,460 acres, Is the largest indusirial zone it the City, This
sone Includes four (4 large tracts of land. These include: Pratt & Whaitney Alreraft,
Iands owned by Northeast Utilifies or its subsidiaries, and ihe formier Feldspar
property. As shown in Figure 8.1, much of the I3 Zone iz undeveloped due fo steep
topography and the lack of sanitary sewer. Road access is provided by River Road
srom the norfl and by Aircraft Road from the south. Freight vall service fx avaifablc
Fram the north, with the possibility of rail access fo the south. The siale provided
funding for an extension of sanitary sewer from the exisiing troatment plant down
Fiver Road fo Frai and Waiiney Alrcraft, That exdiension is now complele. Viffth
improved road access fo the higher plateau of fhe zone, soime screage wouled
hecome atfractive sites for high profile ght industrial/office uses in a Iow-dlensity,
campus-fype setiing. A $250 millfon, 728 megawail, gas-fired power plant has bean
fully approved on the former Feldspar properiy. This development provides the
nocessary access and opporfunities for fulure development on the Feldspar
property and the formally mined and now reclaimed portions of the adiacent
Mortheast Lilities properfy. ™

lssues of concern in the -3 zone are as follows:
o Significant Wetland Systems

There are two (2) exiremely significant and interrelated welland systems in the -
3 zone. The first system siraddies the zones western boundary. This system
leads to the second wetland system at the mouth of Hubbard Brook adfacent 10
the Connecticut River. These large, biclogically and ecologicelly diverse
wetlands deserve permanent protection and preservaiion.

e Blue Tral

The biue trail was identified as a very significant recreation resource in the zone.
This trail runs the entire length of Maromas and is located in the -3 zone on the
northem utility property. The trail was established by the Connecticut Forest and
Park Association with landowners’ permission. There is no legally binding
agreement to ensure that this trail remains.  This rail deserves preservation
including @ significant buffer around the trail.

o Undisturbed Ridgeline along River Road

There is a significant block of continuous undisturbed slopes in excess of 25 %
along River Road. The public has identified views from the river and adjacent
communiiies as a major concern. Preserving these steeply sloping areas wiil]
profect the view from the Connecticut River and from towns across the river.
Therefore, these areas are identified as worthy of profection,
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Gonclusion

Figure 10-3 js a concept plan that incorporales a number of the concerns
identified. The purpose of the concept plan is to graphically identify those areas
worthy of protection and those areas available for fulure development.

The tremendous potential and imporiance of the Maromas area 1o the City's
long-erm environmental and financial health is clearly recognized and cannot be
overstated.

After reviewing the natural characteristics and the areas with developmaent
potential in Maromas, the Commission concludes that a balance belween
industrial development and natural resource protection can and should be
achieved with careful land planning and regulation.

Faually important, the owners of the land in the 1-3 zone must understand fhe
concept plan and those areas worthy of protection. In this way, as proposals for
private development are submitied {o the Planning and Zoning Commission, they
will be consistent with the Plan of Conservation and Development.




8.0 NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

MEDDLETOWN PLAN OF DEVELOPVIENT




Much of the lowland area has been developed as the Central Business District and surrounding
residential neighborhoods. The river and its banks hold tremendous potential for fishing, boating,
hiking, and bird watching, but access to the riverfront remains a significant hurdle to betfer enjoy the
river’s amenifies. The City has created Harbor Park as a means to make the river more accessible to
residenis, though Route & creates a barrier fo reconnecting downtown with its riverfront.

The topography changes gradually downstream of the Sumner Brook area, and abrupily south of
Silver Street, resulting in limited development along the Maromas section of the riverfront, Rising
quickly to elevations of 400 feet south of Silver Street result in beautiful vistas of the Connecticut
River Valley from heights hundreds of feet above the river. The rocky soil, limited access, and
difficult terrain have kept development away from the area, allowing the local environment to thrive.
The entire length of the river and many interior points have been designated as “areas of special
concern” by the CT Department of Environmental Protection and the “Open Spaces” chapter from the
previous plan identifies the area as having a diverse habitaf consisting of upland and wetland areas,
many rare spacies, and valuable wetland and fidal wetland areas. The heavily vegetated banks and
shoreline represent a wildlife travel corridor, offering protection and food for migrating animals and
birds. The river itself is home to fish species including the Atlantic salmon, striped bass, shad, and
shortnose sturgeon, which is a federally listed endangered fish that is found in the river and near
Middletown. Many sport fish ocour focally.

8.3 Rivers and Injand Wetlands

fn Middletown, the principal fributaries to the Connecticut River are the Coginchaug, the Mattabesset,
and Sumner Brook. These smaller rivers traverse rural and highly urbanized areas. Due fo extensive
development within the tributaries’ watersheds, these waterways have deterioraied over the years due
to stormwater runoff, erosion, and the loss of habitat along the rivers’ edge. Recreational possibilities
that exist on the river, such as fishing on the Coginchaug and Mattabesset or canoeing on the
iattabesset, have been adversely affected over the years. Development along the rivers has also
encroached into the natural floodplain, endangering property and impacting fooding conditions
downsiream. As the 1999 survey indicales, people are looking for ways to protect the natural
environment and seek more recreational opportunities.

The Momagement Plan for the Mattabesset River Watershed demonstrates the spirit of cooperation that
can exist between multiple towns and cities to accoroplish a cormmeon goal. Working together, the
Mattabesset River Stakeholder Group, funded in part by the CT Department of Environmental
Proiection (DEP) through an EPA Clean Water Section 319 nonpoint source grant, crafted a nine-point
plan to restore the river’s ecological integrity and to promote sustainable land use practices along the
river. These goals inciuded the expansion of recreational opportunities, limiting development, and
safepuarding of preservation areas. A Coginchaug River Task Force was created several years ago to
address the same issues along the Coginchaug. :

Because of the importance of wetlands and watercourses for flood retention, wildlife habitat, and
groundwater recharge, the Connecticut legislature passed Chapter 440 of the Connecticut General
Starutes entitled “The Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act.” This act regulates any activity within
wetland boundaries, but has also allowed the local municipality to adopt legislation to control the
permitting process. Middletown originally adopted its Inland Wetland and Watcrcourses legisiation in
1988 and continues ils aggressive protection of inland wetlands and waterways.




8.4 Public Watersheds and Groundwater

The 1999 public opinion survey indicates that water quality is a significani concemn for Middietown
residents. Potable water arrives into residents” homes from either an individual well or as part of 2
public water supply. Middietown has two sources for its public water supply — Mount Higby reservoir
and the Connecticut River. The Mount Highy reservoir represents a surface water reserveir, and is
directly impacted by stormwater runoff. Reservoirs are part of public watersheds and require special
legislation to safeguard the nses that occur on the surface that might enter the reservoir when it rains,
for instance,

Wells that are located alengside the Connecticut River, however, pump ground water into holding
taniks before it is dispersed throughout the city. This groundwater is dependent on aquifers and
“recharge areas” that aliow water to slowly filter down into the ground where it can be pumped back
to the surface. Like surface water reservolrs, groundwater is susceptible to contamination, but ground
water does have the advantage of belng filtered through many layers of soil before being recycled,

Both the City and the State recognize the need for safe drinking waier and both have adopted
legisiation to safeguard the water supply. The State of Connecticut adopted Public Act 89-305, as
amended by 90-275, “An Act Concerning the Aguifer Protection Areas.” Any existing hazardous
materials and toxic chemicals in the aquifer recharge area or public watershed should be carefully
managed and eliminated wherever possible. The City adopled Section 42 of the Zoning Code
“Protection of Water Resources” to control the activities within watersheds and recharge areas.

As Middletown’s population grows and new buildings are constructed, care must be faken to ensure
that land uses do not adversely hnpact water supplies, including the City’s reservoirs and the aquifers
beneath the Connecticut River. This means that chemicals and toxic substances should not be allowed
near drinking water supplies, but also that groundwater recharge areas should be carefully regulated to
protect their important function.

8.9 fteep Slopes and Ridgelines

Mount Highby, at approximately 900 feet above sea level, is Middletown’s highest point. Along with
Lamentation Mountain, parts of the Maromas area, and a few other hills, these elevated ridges provide
& visual contrast to the lowlands of the Connecticut River Valley.

Much of Mount Higby has already been preserved due to its inclusion within the public watershed.
Large tracts of Mount Lamentation have also been preserved recently, and efforts to expand dedicated
open space areas within the Maromas area continue, These efforts will continue to protect
Middletown’s slopes from development. While difficult to develop, they are valued for their scenic
quality and for native flora and fauna.

Because these ridgelines can be seen from long distances, aesthetic qualities are perhaps their most
importan{ asset. Developrent should not be allowed above elevations that would interfere with the
ridgetines’ scenic qualities, Some form of creafive development, including cluster development,
should be encouraged for any subdivision that impacts these slopes or ridgelines. Building heights
should be lowered in these areas to stay below the treeline. Towers, clear-cutting, and other visually
obtrusive elements should be prohibited.




8.7 SHmmary

Middletown has significant amounts of undeveloped land that endow the city with its rural
characteristics and safeguard the city’s unique and cnvironmentally sensitive lands. The city has
pursued policies to protect and enhance these resources ard should continue to de so into the future.
Middletown, however, does not have the resources ner the jurisdiction to tackle environmental
problems on its own, The city will have to work with state and federal agencies to maintain protection
cf the environment.

Fizjor Assets

*  The Connecticut River, smaller iributaries and numerous weflands

«  Uplands and traprock ridges

= Diverse flora and fauna and habitais

Issues and Opporiunities

= Improved connections and access to the Connecticut River so residents are better able to

appreciate the river’s benefits.
= Future acquisiiion of open space lands and the need (o support the city’s natural environmental

systems.
°  Protection of city’s wildlife and habitat, including any threatened or endanpered plant and animal
species.




Hello, my name is Dan Dziob and I live at 35 Wellwyn Drive in Portland. Ever since T was
a boy, my dream was to live on the river. In 1998, T found the perfect location. I moved
into 39 Wellwyn Drive and also purchased 35 Wellwyn Drive in order to build my dream
home, a beautiful A frame with gorgecus views of the Connecticut River and Maroma
Mountain.  was in heaven.

Lwas only in my new home for a couple of months, when one day a tremendous blast
shook my house. T called 911 only to find out that a Power Plant was being built within
2,000 unobstructed feet from my house. Boy was I was surprised. Why wasn’t I ever
notified that such a large power plant was going to be built so close to my hife? On
Janvary 7, 2008, the blasts were so big that 1 filed a complaint with the City of
Middletown and Fire Marshall, Steve Karol. DRS Consultants, Inc. was sent over to
monitor the blasts from then on with seismograph machines. When I asked the
Middletown Fire Marshall “what qualifications do the officials have that are issuing the
permaits for a project of this scale?”, his response was “1 just sign off on what they tell me
to sign”. Task you, are any of these permits reviewed prior o being “just signed off??
This was definitely not a good sign to the continued building of this plant. Why were there
no town or siate officials able to offer any help or aid to our complaints when asked?
Who was in charge? As time went on, clearing and constriction noise was all that T could
hear. (see before and after photos, attachment #1) From Janwary 2008 until June 2009, T
documented over 300 dynamite blasts as Kleen Energy prepared to construct its plant.
{see attachment #2)

When 1 review the original Docket #2235, T see that the original size of the plant was to be
520 MW but somewhere along the way it has grown to 620 MW. Have any studies been
done since 2002 on the impact of this new size. The report speaks about the 2,800,000 —
4,500,000 pgallous of water that this plant will utilize from the river, but no where does it
address how much water it will discharge back into the river. Given the increased sive of
Kleen Energy and now the increased size of the NEG Plant just feet down the river, I am
greatly concerned about the impact of this discharged water on the Connecticut River by
the combination of these two plants. T arn also concerned about the silt runoff and poliution
that T have seen in the river. (see attachment # 3}

Were there any impact studies done as to how thig plant would affect the residents of
Wellwyn Drive? Every time Wellwyn Drive is mentioned in Docket No. 225 , the subject 1s
guickly changed. It seems like the residents of Wellwyn Drive were never fully
considered i this decision. After all, we are just Portland residents; “fust the little
people”.

Iwant to know who is responsible for what happened to our lives and our property? If the
Connecticut Siting Council was the final authority that allowed the building of this plant
then why weren’t they the ones to make sure that we were protected?



Here we are more than six months after the February 7" explosion and neither one of 1y
homes have been repaired. Both homes suffered extensive damage. When O&G’s
Insurance engineer came to view my damages the Jast thing 1 expected fo hear was insults.
His cornments were, “1 wouldn’t have chosen that style of beam and that’s an awful color
you picked to paintit.” Never once was he concerned with the extent of my damages. And
vet Kleen energy has the nerve to ask for an extension of its permits to rebuild its facility
while both my homes still remain in this condition. The possibility of allowing this deadly
project to move forward is totally incomprehensible to me!

L understand the whole Power Plant issue is a balance of want and need. It's unfortunate
that our Wellwyn Drive neighborhood shares a disproportionate share of 